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Certified What?

Many elderly Americans are receiving financial guidance from advisers with credentials
that sound impressive, but can be earned in just a few days.

LESS RIGOROUS CREDENTIALS

Certified Senior Adviser 24 000 people have participated in this program — either by
attending a 3.5-day course or independent study. The curriculum includes such topics as
"The Experience of Aging,” “Spirituality and Aging” and the “Ethics in Doing Business with
Seniors.” Applicants are not required to have a college or high-school degree.

Certified Retirement Financial Adviser 1,200 people have enrolled in this program —
either by spending four days in a classroom or independent study. The curriculum
includes such subjects as "How Seniors Make Financial Decisions,” "How To
Communicate With Seniors”™ and “Marketing Financial Services to Retirees.” Applicants do
not need a m:-llege degree

HEgIStEfEd Financial Geruntnlﬂ-glﬁt EIEIEI appllcants ha'ure Er‘er”EEI in th|5 program,
affiliated with the University of North Carolina and the American Society on Aging. It
requires attendance at a 3.5-day course that covers such topics as "The New Science of
Wealth Span Flanning,” "Basic Processes of Aging” and “Financing Longevity." Applicants
must hold a fmanmal degree or ha*.re fwe }fears of expenence a4s a fmanmal adwaer

Cerhﬁed F:etlrement Cuunselnr 2 DG-D studems have partlmpated in thls prmgram thaT
was developed with Texas Tech University, and is offered only through independeant study.
Applicants must have two years of experience as a financial adviser,

MORE RIGOROUS CREDENTIALS

Certified Financial Planner Mora than 54,500 people have bacome Certified Financial
Flanners by completing a two- to three-year training program and passing a 10-hour
gexam. Applicants also must have a college degree and a minimum of three years of work
experience as a financial adviser.

Chartered Financial Analyst There are more than 79,000 Chartered Financial Analysts,
all graduates of a training program that takes about four years to complete. Applicants
must also pass three exams of six hours apiece, and must have a college degree and a
minimum of four years of work experience as a financial adviser.

A Question of Tests

To become a "Certified Senior Adviser,” applicants must score at least 70 percent on a
150-question multiple-choice exam. But some sample questions seem designed to make
the correct answer easy o guess:

1. Whi:hpnupnfsmiDHisHDT at high risk for suicide?
A. Elders who are married

B. Elders who have suffered a major interpersonal loss

¢ TFiders who lack a supportive social systef
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B. Flders who have suttered a major Iepeisuiias s
C. Elders who lacka Wwﬂmmm

). Elders who are facing a terminal decline

2. Which is NOT a sign or symptom of elder abuges

A. Untreated medical conditions or '
‘ poor personal hygiene
g. Unexplaned appeatance of funds or valuable possessions
. Abrupt changes in a will or other financial documents

D. Inappropriate or inadequate living conditions

e

Sorce: Socialy of Carliied Sarior Advisars Sall-Slualy orkbook
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